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BENGAL,   ITS    CHIEFS,   AGENTS,   AND 
GOVERNORS. 
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BENGAL,  ITS  CHIEFS,  AGENTS,  AND 
GOVERNORS. 


The  list  of  Governors  of  Bengal,  whicli  has  hitherto 
been  referred  to  as  authoritative,  is  that  issued  from  the 
Government  of  India  Central  Printing  Office ;  but,  having 
occasion   recently  to  verify  the  names   of  the  earliest 
Governors  on  that  list,  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  the 
persons  whose  names  were  given  first  and  second  never 
had  been  Governors  at  all,  and,  further,  that  there  had 
been  Governors  of  Bengal  long  before  the  date   (1733) 
assumed  in  that  list.     The  first  to  whom  the  title  of 
Governor  was  applied  was  Mr.  William  Hedges,  who  was 
appointed,  in  1681,  "  Agent  and  Governor  for  the  afTairs 
"  of  the  East  India  Company  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal." 
His    successor,    Mr.    William    Gyfford,    President    and 
Governor  of  Fort  St.    George,  was   appointed   to    act 
temporarily  in  Bengal   in   December   1683,   under   the 
title  of  "  President  and  Governor."     The  title  of  Go- 
vernor was   then  dropped,    Bengal  being   subordinated 
to   Fort   St.    George,   and  Mr.  John  Beard  was  styled 
"  Agent  and  Chief  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,"  as  were  also 
his  successors  down  to  Sir  Charles  Eyre,  who,  in  De- 
cember 1699,  was  appointed  "  President  and  Governor  of 
"  Fort  William  in  Bengal,"  and  Bengal  was,  at  the  same 
time,  constituted  a  Presidency,  and  has  ever  since  had 
a  Governor,  Governor  General,  or  Lieutenant  Governor 
to  preside  over  its  Councils.     A  correct  and  complete 
list  of  Governors  of  Bengal  should,  therefore,  commence 
with  Mr.  William  Hedges   and   Mr.   William  Gyfford, 
after  whom   there  would  be   a   gap  until  Sir  Charles 
Eyre.     Thence  they  should  be   continued    in  rotation 
in  accordance  with  the  annexed  list  down  to  Warren 
17321.    1. 1848.  ^ 


Hastings,  who  was  the  last  to  bear  the  designation  of 
Governor  of  Bengal. 

The  incorrectness  of  the  Government  of  India  lisfc  may 
be  explained  by  the  circumstance  that  all  the  Records 
at  Calcutta  before  1752  were  destroyed  when  Fort 
William  was  captured  by  Suraj-ud-Daula  in  1756,  and 
reliable  materials  were,  therefore,  wanting  from  which  to 
compile  a  list  of  early  Governors.  But,  it  may  be  asked, 
who  were  the  Messrs.  Freeke  and  Cruttenden  who  are 
stated  in  the  Government  list  to  have  been  Governors  of 
Bengal  in  1733  and  1738  ?  In  endeavouring  to  reply  to 
this  question,  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  any  one  in  the 
service  in  1733  of  the  name  of  Freeke.  It  will  be  seen, 
however,  from  my  list  that  there  was  a  Mr.  Samuel  Fealce 
who  was  Governor  from  January  1718  to  January  1723, 
and  there  was  a  Mr.  Thomas  Feake,  a  factor  at  Dacca,  in 
1735.  This  latter  Mr.  Feake  became  Chief  at  Dacca  in 
1745,  and  was  transferred  to  the  Council  at  Bengal 
in  July  1749,  but  he  was  taken  ill  immediately  after 
his  transfer,  and  appears  never  to  have  taken  his  seat 
at  the  Council.     He  died  on  the  7th  October  1750. 

In  1738,  so  far  from  Mr.  Cruttenden  being  Governor, 
the  Honourable  John  Stackhouse  held  that  position,  and 
one  Edward  Holden  Cruttenden  (the  only  one  of  the 
name  I  have  been  able  to  trace)  was  nearly  at  the 
bottom  of  the  list  of  writers  at  Bengal.  He,  however, 
subsequently  rose  to  be  a  Member  of  Council,  and  was 
appointed  to  that  rank  on  the  18th  April  1748.  He 
came  by  degrees  to  be  second  in  Council,  Roger  Drake 
being  then  President  and  Governor ;  but,  in  a  de- 
spatch of  the  31st  January  1755,  the  Court  wrote 
to  Bengal,  that,  "  Having  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 
"  with  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Edward  Holden  Cruttenden, 
"  we  hereby  direct  that  upon  the  receipt  of  this  he  be 
"  immediately  dismissed  from  the  Company's  service." 
He  was  accordingly  dismissed  on  the  28th  August  1755 
(Bengal  Consultations),  and  consequently  he  never 
became  Goyernor  of  Bengal, 
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I  have,  in  the  annexed  statement  and  memorandum, 
traced  the  Chiefs,  Agents,  and  Governors  of  Bengal 
from  the  earliest  date,  and  have  given  quotations  from 
the  old  Records  to  prove  the  accuracy  of  my  list. 

F.  C.  Danvers, 
Registrar  and  Superintendent 
of  Records. 
12th  June  1888. 
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Bengal,  its  Chiefs,  Agents,  and  Governors. 


Name. 

Title. 

Date  of 
Commission 
or  Appoint- 
ment. 

Date  of 

assuming 

Office. 

Remarks. 

Mr.  James  Bridgman     - 

Chief  of  the  fac- 
tories of  Balasor 
and  Huglih. 

14  Dec.  1650 

14  Dec.  1650. 

Mr.  George  Gawton 

Agent  at  Hughli  - 

27  Feb.  1657. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Trevisa    - 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Chief  of  the  fac- 
tories in  the  Bay 
of  Bengal. 

6  Feb,  1661. 

Mr.  William  Blake  - 

Ditto     - 

31  Jan.16«2. 

Mr.  Shera  Bridges 

Ditto     - 

24  Jan.  1668. 

Mr.  Henry  Powell  ■ 

Ditto     - 

7  Dec.  1669. 

Mr.  Walter  Chi  veil 

Ditto     - 

.        -        . 

Died  Aug.  1677. 

Mr.  Matthias  Vincent     - 

Ditto     - 

. 

7  Sept.  1677 

Deposed  July  1682. 

Mr.  William  Hedges 

Agent  and  Govei-- 
nor     for      the 
affairs    of    the 
East  India  Com- 
pany in  the  Bay 
of  Bengal  (after- 
wards Sir  Wil- 
liam Hedges). 

President  and  Go- 

24 Nov.  1681 

July  1682    - 

Aug.  1684. 

Mr.  William  Gytford      - 

21  Dec.  1683 

Aug.  1684    - 

Returned  to  Fort 

vernor  of   Fort 

St.  George  Oct. 

Si.  George,  came 

1684. 

np    to    act    ill 
Bengal. 
Agent   and  Chief 

Mr.  John  Beard  • 

21  Dec.  1683 

Oct.  1684     - 

Died28th  Aug.  1685. 

in   the    Bay  of 
Bengal. 
Ditto     - 

Mr.  Job  Charnock  ■ 

• 

April  1686  - 

Died     10th     Jan. 

Mr.  Ffraneis  Ellis  - 

Ditto     - 

3  Jan.  1693- 

Jan.  1692-93. 

1692-93. 

Mr.  Charles  Eyre  (later 

Ditto     . 

1694. 

25  Jan.  1693- 

Left   for   England 

Sir  Charles). 

1694. 

1st  Feb.  1698-99. 

Mr.  John  Beard 

Agent  and  Chief  - 

- 

1  Feb.  1698- 
1699. 

Sir  Charles  Eyre  . 

President  and  Go- 
vernor of   Fort 
William,         in 
Bengal      (Lon- 
don Etust  India 
Company). 

President          or 

20  Dec.  1699 

26  May  1700. 

Left  on  7th  Jan. 
1700-1,  on  ac- 
count of  ill 
health. 

Sir  Edward  Littleton    • 

12«7a«.1698- 

July  1699    - 

Deponed  by  order 

Chief  for    the 

1699. 

of  the  Court  lOth 

Bay  of  Bengal, 

Jan.    1707.     No 

and  Minister  or 

other  President 

Consul  for  the 

for  the  separate 

English        na- 

affairs     of    the 

tion     (English 

English       East 

East  India  Com- 

India   Company 

pany). 

was  appointed. 

Mr,  John  Beard 

Pr.  sident  and  Go- 

.        ■         - 

7  Jan.  1700- 

Mr.  Beard  died  at 

vernor  of  Fort 

1701. 

Madras  7th  July 

William,         in 

1705. 

Bengal.   (Older 

London      East 

India  Company.; 

Anthony  Weltden,  Esq.  • 

President  in   the 
Bay,    and    Go- 
vernor        and 
Commander-in- 
Chief  for   Fort 
William,         in 
Bengal,  for  the 
United        East 
India  Company. 

Ditto     . 

30  Dec.  1709 

20  July  1710 

Appointment  re- 
voked by  orders 
of  Court.  He 
resigned  accord- 
ingly on  4ih 
March  1710-11. 

John  Russell,  Esq.  - 

.        •         • 

4  Mar.  1710- 

Dismissed  by  order 

1711. 

of  Court.  LetX 
on  the  "  Marl- 
borough "  for 
England  3rd  Dec. 
1713. 

Robert  Hedges,  Esq.     - 

Ditto    -       -       ■ 

"        *        • 

8  Dec.  1713 

Died  28th  Dec. 
1717. 

Bengal,  its  Chiefs,  Agents,  and  Governors — cont. 


Name. 


Title. 


Date  of 
Commission 
or  Appoint- 
ment. 


Date  of 

assuming 

Office. 


Remarks. 


Samuel  Feake,  Esq. 


John  Deaiie,  Esq.    - 

Henry  Efrankland,  Esq. 

John  Stackhouse,  Esq.  • 

Thomas  Braddyll,  Esq.  • 

John  Forster,  Esq.  - 

William  Barwell,  Esq.    • 

Adam  Dawson.  Esq. 
William  Fytche,  Esq.     - 
Eoger  Dralte,  Esq.  - 


Colonel  Robert  Clive 

John  Zeplianiah  Hoi  well, 

Esq. 
Henry  Vansittart,  Esq.  • 

John  Spencer,  Esq. 
Lord  Clive 

Harry  Vei-elst,  Esq. 

John  Cartier,  Esq.  . 
Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  - 


President  in  the 
Bay,  and  Go- 
vernor and 
Commander-in- 
Chief  for  Fort 
William,  in 
Bengal,  for  the 
United  East 
India  Company. 

Ditto     - 


Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 


23  Nov.  1759 


8  May  1771 


12  Jan.  1717- 
1718. 


17  Jan  1722- 
1723. 

30  Jan.  1725- 
1726. 

25  Feb.  1731- 

1732. 
29  Jan.  1738- 

1739. 

4  Feb.  1715- 

1746. 
18ApriI1748 

17  July  1749 

5  July  1753 
8  Aug.  1752 


27  June  1758 

28  Jan.  1760. 

27  July  1760 

3  Dec.  17G4.. 
3  May  1765 

29  Jan.  1767 

26  Dec.  1769. 
13  April  1772 


Left  on  the  "  De- 
vonshire "  for 
England  17th 
Jan.  1722-23. 


Returned  to  Eng- 
land 30th  Jan. 
1725-26. 

Returned  to  Eu- 
rope 25  th  Feb. 
17S1-32. 

Re-signed  29th  Jan. 
1738-39. 

Left  for  Enirland 
4th  Feb.  1745-46. 

Died  March  1748. 

Dismissed  by  order 
of  the  Court. 

Ditto,  ditto. 

Died  8th  Aug.  1752. 

Deposed  20tli  June 
1758  by  orders  of 
Court  iibolishihg 
the  appointment 
of  President. 

Resigned  23rd  Jan. 
1760. 


Returned  to  Eng- 
land Nov.  1764. 

Returned  to  Eng- 
land Jan.  1767. 

Retired  from  tlie 
service  Dec.  1769. 

Appointed  Go- 
vornor  General 
of  Fort  William, 
in  Bengal,  of 
which  office  he 
assumed  chargo 
on  the  20th  Oct. 
1774. 


In  1633-34  permission  was  given  to  the  East  India 
Company  to  establish  a  factory  in  Bengal  at  Pippli, 
a  village  in  the  Balasor  district,  where  an  earlier 
Portuguese  settlement  had  existed.  ;  This  circumstance 
was  reported  home  from  Surat  in  a  letter  to  the  Court 
of  Directors,  dated  the  21st  February  1633-34  (0.  C, 
1519)  wherein  it  v/as  stated, — **  The  2nd  present  we 
"  received  from  Agra  the  King's  firmand,  which  gives 
'*  liberty  of  trade  unto  us  in  the  whole  country  of 
*'  Bengala,  but  restrains  our  shipping  only  unto  the 
•'  port  of  Piplee."  At  a  later  date,  trade  was  opened  at 
Balasor,  and  in  a  letter  dated  the  3rd  November  1642 
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(0.  C,  1797)  Mr.  Francis  Day,  writing  from  that  port 
to  the  Court,  remarked, — "  According  to  the  small  time 
"  of  my  being  here,  and  that  little  observation  that  I 
"  have  taken,  and  should  think  Ballasara  with  the  ad- 
"  jacent  places  is  not  to  be  totally  lost,  for  it  is  not 
"  such  despisable  place  as  is  voted,  it  being  an  opulent 
"  kingdom,  and  your  having  been  at  great  charges  in 
"  gaining  the  free  custome  of  all  sorts  of  goods,  believe 
*•  it,  if  you  had  but  an  active  man,  two  or  three,  in  those 
*•  parts,  you  would  find  it  very  profitable,  provided  you 
"  double  stock  the  coast,  without  which  'tis  impossible 
"  to  comply  to  your  desires." 

In  1644  Mr.  Gabriel  Boughton,  formerly  surgeon  of 
the  Company's  ship  "  Hopewell,"  was  the  means  of  pro- 
curing further  valuable  privileges  for  the  Company  in 
Bengal.  In  a  letter  from  Surat  of  the  3rd  January 
1644-45  (0.  C,  1905),  the  circumstance  is  thus  referred 
to  : — "  Assalaut  Chaune,  a  very  great  Umbra,  gratious 
"  with  the  King,  and  our  very  good  friends,  having  long 
"  importuned  us  to  supply  him  with  a  chirurgeon,  wee, 
"  consideringe  how  advantageous  itt  may  be  unto  you, 
"  and  havinge  a  fitt  opportunity,  one  Gabriel  Boughten, 
"  late  chirurgeon  of  the  *  Hopewell,'  being  thereunto 
"  very  well  qualified,  and  being  willinge  to  stay,  we  had 
"  thought  fittinge  to  designe  him  to  y'^  service,  where- 
"  with  Assal :  Chaune  is  soe  well  pleased  that  lately, 
"  when  Mr.  Turner  was  to  leave  Agra,  he  accompanyed 
*'  Mr.  Tash  and  Mr.  Turner  to  y*^  King,  who  honor'd 
"  them  more  than  ordinary  in  a  long  conference  he  held 
"  with  them,  dismissing  them  with  vests,  and  sending 
*'  unto  y®  President  a  ffirman  and  dagger."  This  firman, 
it  has  been  stated,  granted  valuable  privileges  to  the 
East  India  Company  in  Bengal,  under  which  they  were 
permitted  to  build  a  factory  at  Hughli,  but  without 
fortifications.  No  trace,  however,  of  the  document  itself 
now  remains.  Shortly  after  this  date  the  first  mention 
is  made,  in  the  records  now  extant,  of  the  existence  of  a 
factor}''  at  Hughli. 

In  1650  the  factories  of  Balasor  and  Hughli  were 


united,  and  on  the  14tli  of  December  of  tliat  year 
instructions  were  issued,  signed  by  Captain  John 
Brookhaven,  appointing  "  Mr.  James  Bridgman  Chief, 
"  Mr.  Edward  Stephens  second,  William  Blake  and 
"  Ffrancis  Tayler  assistants  in  the  ffactories  of  Ballasor 
"  and  Hukely  for  the  honble.  English  East  India  Com- 
"  pany  "  (0.  C,  2186). 

Balasor  was  at  first  the  head-quarters  of  the  Company's 
Bengal  factories.  Mr.  Bridgman  appears  to  have  gone 
away  some  time  in  1653,  for,  on  the  17th  August  of  that 
year,  Mr.  Powle  Waldegrave,  writing  from  Balasor  to 
Surat,  referred  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Bridgman's  departure 
(0.  C,  2336),  and  in  a  letter  to  the  Court  of  the  28th 
December  1654  (O.C.,  2435)  Mr.  Waldegrave  remarked, — 
"  Mr.  Bridgman,  when  he  left  Hugly  (upon  what  reasons 
"  other  than  sinister)  cannot  be  imagined,"  &c.  It 
would  thus  appear  that  Mr.  Bridgman  left  somewhat 
suddenly,  and  that  on  his  departure  Mr.  Waldegrave 
assumed  charge. 

In  a  despatch  dated  27th  February  1657,  the  Court 
of  Directors,  addressing  "  our  Agent  and  Factors  at 
"  Hughly,"  stated, — "  AVe  have  made  some  good  progress 
"  as  to  the  settling  of  our  several  ffactories  in  all  parts 
"  of  India,  and  have  concluded  to  reduce  all  ffactories, 
"  both  to  the  northwards  and  southwards,  Persia  and 
"  the  Bay  to  be  subordinate  to  our  Presidencie,  which 
"  we  shall  settle  in  Surratt.  Wee  have  likewise  resolved 
"  to  establish  4  Agencies,  viz.,  one  at  Fort  St.  George, 
"  one  in  Bantam,  a  third  in  Persia,  and  the  other  at 
"  Hughly,  which  last  place,  being  your  Residence,  it 
"  most  necessarlie  requires  your  knowledge  of  what  we 
"  have  determined  in  relation  thereunto,  which  is  as 
"  followeth,  viz., — 

"  At  Hughly  we  doe  appoint  Mr.  George  Gawton  to 
be  our  Agent,  &c." 

"  At  Ballasore,  Mr.  Thomas  Hopkins  is  appointed 
Chiefe,  &c. 

"  At  Cassambazar,  Mr.  John  Kenn  for  Chief,  &c. 
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"  At  Pattana,  Mr.  Eichard  Chamberlain,  Chief,  &c. 

"  These  are  the  4  ffactories  which  we  determined 
shall  be  settled  in  the  Bay  of  Bengala,  and  that  they 
shall  be  accomptablo  and  subordinate  to  the  agencie  of 
Hughly,  &c." 

In  a  subsequent  despatch  of  the  27th  March  1658,  the 
Court  stated : — 

"  Some  alteration  since  our  last  by  the  '  Love,'  we 
have  made  in  the  settlement  of  our  fFactors  within  your 
agencie  and  subordinates,  ffirst  we  have  and  doe  ap- 
point Mr.  Jonathan  Trevisa  to  be  second  to  Mr.  George 
Gawton  in  our  Agencie  at  Hughly.  And  in  case  of 
Mr.  Gawton's  decease  to  succeede  and  be  our  Agent." 

It  is  uncertain  when  Mr.  Gawton  arrived,  and  how 
long  he  acted  as  Agent  at  Hughly.  There  are  no  vi  no 
letters  extant  from  him  in  that  capacity,  but  a  letter 
from  Fort  St.  George  to  Bengal,  of  the  11th  September 
1658  (0.  C,  2665),  stated  that  Mr.  Trevisa  was  then  on 
his  way  to  succeed  Mr.  Gawton  in  the  Hughly  Agency. 

In  a  despatch  of  the  6th  February  1660-61,  the 
Court,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  "  Our  Factors  at  Hughly 
and  in  the  Bay  of  Bengali,"  stated, — "  This  is  only  to 
"  advise  you  that  wee,  upon  serious  debate  and  con- 
'*  sideration,  have  now  thought  fitt,  and  concluded,  to 
"  reduce  the  Agency  which  we  had  constituted  in  y® 
"  Bay,  under  the  power  and  government  of  our  Agents 
"  and  Counsell  at  Ffort  St.  George,  &c."  Mr.  Trevisa, 
it  appears,  continued  to  act  as  Chief  in  Bengal  until 
succeeded  by  Mr.  William  Blake,  who,  by  a  Commission 
dated  the  31st  January  1661-62,  was  appointed  "  to 
"  bee  Chiefe  in  the  management  of  our  affaires  in  our 
"  ffactories  in  the  Bay  of  Bengala,  all  which  ffactories 
"  we  have  subordinated  to  the  Agencie  at  Ffort  St. 
"  George,  &c."  He  was  further  instructed,  "  At  your 
•'  arrivall  at  Hughly  wee  hereby  give  you  power  to  call 
"  Mr.  Jonathan  Trevisa,  and  all  other  our  servants,  to 
"  accompt  for  all  actions  which  hath  passed  since  their 
"  being  in  the  Bay." 


Mr.  Blake  probably  arrived  at  Hughly  as  Chief  about 
the  end  of  March  1663,  but  there  is  nothing  to  fix  the 
exact  date,  and  he  seems  to  have  continued  in  oflBce  for 
about  six  years,  for  in  a  despatch  from  the  Court  to 
"  Our  Chief e  and  Factors  at  Hughly,"  of  the  24th 
Januarie  1667-68,  there  appears  the  following  passage: — 
"  Wee  take  notice  that  Mr.  Wm.  Blake  makes  it  his 
•'  request  to  returne  to  England  by  the  next  ships, 
"  wherein  we  doe  comply  with  his  desire.  And  doe 
"  hereby  appoint  Mr.  Shem  Bridges  to  succeed  him,  and 
"  to  take  the  place  of  Chief e  in  the  Bay  at  the  time 
"  when  Mr.  Blake  shall  imbarque  for  England.  And  in 
'*  case  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Bridges  then  wee  doe  appoint 
"  Mr.  Henry  Powell  to  be  Chief e,  &c." 

Mr.  Blake^  however,  before  he  left,  appears  so  to  have 
acted  as  to  have  caused  charges  to  be  preferred  against 
him,  for,  on  the  20th  November  1668,  the  Court  wrote 
both  to  Fort  St.  George  and  to  Hughly, — "  Wee  having 
"  had  information  of  soe  many  miscarriages  of  Mr.  Wm. 
"  Blake  .  .  .  require  you  to  make  a  strict  inqui- 
"  sition  into  them,  &c."  The  result  of  these  inquiries 
appears  to  have  been  the  removal  of  Mr.  Blake  from  his 
position,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Shem  Bridges 
as  Chief  about  March  1669. 

Mr.  Bridges  did  not  long  retain  his  position,  for,  in 
a  despatch  to  Hughly  of  the  7th  December  1669,  the 
Court  remarked,  "  Mr.  Shem  Bridges  hath  written  to 
"  us  that  he  might  come  home  this  yeare,  wch  wee 
"  have  complyed  with,  and,  to  prevent  any  question 
"  that  may  arise,  have  appointed  Mr.  Henry  Powell  to 
"  succeed  him  as  Chiefe  in  the  Bay  60  daies  after  the 
"  arrivall  of  the  first  of  these  our  advices,  &c." 

Mr.  Powell  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Walter  Clavell,  but 
at  what  date  is  uncertain.  It  is,  however,  clear  that 
Mr.  Clavell  had  assumed  the  position  of  Chief  in  the 
Bay  at  least  as  early  as  June  1672,  as  he  is  referred  to 
in  a  perwana  of  Shaista  Khan  of  the  18th  of  that  month 
(0.  C,  3627).     He  succeeded  Mr.  Powell  in  accordance 
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with  the  orders  for  succession  laid  down  by  the  Court 
in  their  despatch  of  the  7th  December  1699. 

On  the  11th  August  1677  advices  were  received  at 
Hughli,  from  Balasor,  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Walter 
Clavell  (Hughli  Diary,  B.  E.  S.  S.,  I.).  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Matthias  Vincent,  in  accordance  with 
the  order  of  succession  laid  down  in  the  Court's  despatch 
of  the  13th  December  1672.  He  arrived  at  Hughli  on 
the  7th  September  following  (Hughli  Diary,  B.R.S.S.,  1). 

The  affairs  of  the  Company  appear  now  to  have 
been  very  badly  conducted  in  Bengal,  and  conse- 
quently the  Court  of  Directors,  under  date  the  24th 
November  1681,  appointed  Mr.  William  Hedges  "  to  be 
"  Agent  and  Governor  of  and  for  all  our  affairs  in  the 
"  Bay  of  Bengala,  in  the  East  Indies,  at  Hughly, 
"  Ballasore,  Cosstimbuzar,  Maulda,  Decca,  Pattana,  and 
"  of  all  and  singular  other  our  Factories  and  jurisdictions 
"  in  the  Bay  of  Bengala,  without  any  subordination  to 
"  our  Agent  and  Council  at  Ffort  St.  George."  In  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  William  Hedges,  he  was  directed, 
immediately  on  arrival  at  Bengal,  "  to  seize  upon  y'^ 
"  person  of  Mr.  Matthias  Vincent,  our  late  Chief  in  the 
"  Bay,  and  send  him  forthwith  a  prisoner  on  board  the 
'*  ship  '  Defence '  to  England."  It  appears  that  several 
of  the  Company's  servants  encouraged  interlopers  at  this 
time,  and  besides  Mr.  Vincent,  Messrs,  Littleton,  Pitts, 
and  Catchpool  were  also  dismissed.  Mr.  Littleton  after- 
wards became  President  for  the  English  East  India 
Company  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

In  a  letter  to  Bengal  of  the  21st  December  1683,  the 
Court  said : — "  Wee  have  thought  fitt  and  doe  hereby, 
*'  as  well  as  by  our  commission  aforesd.,  dismiss 
"  Mr.  William  Hedges  from  being  our  Agent  in  Bengali, 
'*  and  from  having  anything  more  to  doe  Avith  any  of 
"  our  affairs  in  the  East  Indies.  And  have  by  our  said 
"  commission  constituted  WilUiam  Gyfford,  Esq.,  to  be 
*'  President  and  Governor  of  all  our  affairs  upon  the 
*•  Coast  of  Choromandell  and  Bay  of  Bengali,  Mr.  John 
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"  Beard  to  be  Agent  and  Chief  next  under  the  President, 
*'  and  to  remain  so  after  the  President's  return  to  Ffort 
"  St.  George.  .  .  .  Our  further  order  is  that  all  our  said 
"  Councill,  except  our  President,  who  is  to  return  to  his 
"  Govt,  at  y®  Pfort,  .  .  .  shall  keep  their  usual  Presi- 
"  dency  at  Hughly.  ...  In  case  of  the  death  or 
"  absence  of  Mr.  Beard,  wee  doe  appoint  Mr.  Job 
"  Charnock  to  be  Chief  of  all  our  affairs  in  the  Bay." 

Mr.  Gyflbrd  arrived  at  Hughly  in  August  1684 
(0.  C,  5184),  and  stayed  there  about  two  months,  as 
Mr.  John  Beard  appears  to  have  entered  on  his  duties  of 
Agent  on  or  before  the  6th  October  following  (0  C,  5212), 
his  first  letter  as  Agent  now  extant  being  signed  on 
that  date.  Mr.  Beard  died  at  Hugli  on  the  20th  August 
1685,  whereupon  Mr.  Ffrancis  Ellis,  the  second  in  Council, 
acted  as  President,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Job  Charnock  in  April  1686.  The 
evidence  of  Mr.  Beard's  death  is  contained  in  a  despatch 
to  Fort  St.  George  of  the  9th  June  1686,  as  well  as  in 
the  Court's  Minutes  of  the  15th  December  1686. 

The  danger  of  the  Company's  position  at  Hughli,  in 
the  absence  of  any  fortified  position  there,  had  some 
time  before  this  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Court. 
In  a  despatch  of  the  5th  March  1683-84,  they  had 
remarked, — "  The  more  wee  think  of  it  the  more  ad- 
"  vantage  wee  apprehend  in  having  a  fortifyed  settle- 
"  ment  for  y^  residence  of  our  Agent  and  Councill  of 
"  y^  Bay,  in  such  a  place  as  our  great  ships  may  lye 
"  within  command  of  y°  guns  of  our  ifort.  ...  If 
"  you  could  obtaine  a  phirmaund  for  y®  perpetual  in- 
"  heritance  of  such  a  place,  wee  should  not  think  much 
"  of  your  giving  20  or  30,000  rps.  for  ye  obtaining  of  it, 
"  nor  of  y''  charge  of  building  a  fibrt  to  defend  it."  In 
1686  and  1687  the  Court  again  urged  the  necessity  of 
having  some  fortified  place  in  the  Bay,  as  well  for  their 
protection  against  the  Dutch  as  against  the  native  Princes 
"  over  whom  the  Dutch  have  too  much  power."  Owing 
to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  at  Hughli,  and  the  strained 
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relations  with  tlie  Nabob,  Mr.  Oharnock  withdrew  with 
his  Council  on  the  20th  December  1686,  "  bringing  off 
"  all  y*^  Et.  Hon.  Comp^'^  concerns  and  our  own,"  and 
settled  at  Ohutanuttea  (Calcutta)  (0.  C,  5550).  In  a 
despatch  of  the  28th  September  1687  the  Court  ex- 
pressed their  determination  to  "  undauntedly  pursue  the 
"  war  against  the  Mogull  until  we  have  a  fortified  settle- 
*'  ment  in  Bengal  upon  as  good  terms  as  we  hold  Fort 
"  St.  Greorge  or  Bombay,  whatever  it  costs  us."  On  the 
7th  September  1688  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Mogul,  asked  for  the  concession  of  "  some  con- 
"  venient  and  healthfull  place  in  Bengal  to  fortify  and 
"  defend  our  concerns  from  the  insolence  of  any  of  Your 
"  Majesty's  Under  Grovernors  that  may  do  injury  or 
"  violence  to  our  servants  or  to  our  Estates,  without 
"  Your  Majesty's  leave  or  knowledge."  The  actual 
construction  of  fortifications  at  Calcutta  was  not,  how- 
ever, carried  out  for  some  years  later,  for  it  was  not 
until  January  1696-97,  when  Mr.  Charles  Eyre  was 
Governor,  that,  as  appears  from  the  Bengal  Diary  of  the 
1st  of  that  month,  the  Government  were  "  employed  in 
"  ffortifying  ourselves,  and  wanted  proper  gunns  for 
'*  y^  points." 

In  a  despatch  to  Fort  St.  George  of  the  22nd  January 
1691,  the  Court  remarked, — "You  will  observe  by  our 
"  Commission  now  sent  our  Presid*  and  Councill  y*  by 
"  y®  said  Commission  we  make  Bengali  subordinate  to 
"  tlie  ffort,  and  by  our  letters  we  make  Mr.  Charnock 
"  absolute  Gov^"  of  our  affaires  in  Bengali,  without 
"  appeal  to  the  ffort,  wch.  at  first  view  seems  to  be  a 
"  contradiction  of  our  Commission,  but  you  will  find  it 
"  is  not  so  upon  our  explanation,  which  is  this,  during 
"  Mr.  Charnock's  life  we  intend  to  trust  him  with  such 
"  uncontroulable  power,  but  in  case  of  his  death  we 
"  intend  Bengali  shall  return  to  its  quondam  subordi- 
"  nation  to  the  ffort." 

Subseqiientlyj  in  a  despatch  to  Fort  St.  George,  29th 
February  1691-92,  the  Court  remarked,   "  If  it  should 
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"  please  God  to  take  away  our  good  Agent,  Mr.  Cliarnock, 
*'  let  Mr.  Brown  supply  the  place  of  our  Agent  in  Bengali." 
In  a  despatch  to  Bengal,  of  the  3rd  January  1693-94, 
the  Court  said,  "  We  hear  of  the  death  of  our  good 
"  Agent,  Mr.  Charnock.  In  his  stead  we  doe  appoint 
"  Mr.  Ffrancis  Ellis  to  succeed  Agent."  Mr.  Charnock 
died  on  the  10th  January  1692-93,  and  it  is  therefore 
probable  that  Mr.  Ellis  at  once  succeeded  him,  but  I  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  proofs  of  the  exact  date  of  his 
assuming  office. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Charles  Eyre,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  orders  of  Sir  John  Goldsborough,  and 
he  assumed  office  as  Agent  in  Bengal  on  the  25th  January 
1693-94,  on  which  date  Mr.  Ellis  handed  over  to  him 
the  Company's  cash,  &c.  (0.  C,  5910).  Mr.  Ellis  was 
transferred  to  Fort  St.  George,  where  he  died  as  second 
in  Council  in  1704. 

Mr.  Eyre  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Beard,  as 
appears  from  the  following  extract : — 

"  The  Rt.  Honble.  Comp^,  in  case  of  absence  or 
"  mortality  of  their  Agent,  having  ordered  and  appointed 
"  Mr.  John  Beard  to  succeed  and  to  take  the  employ 
"  upon  him  as  Agent.  It  is  therefore  agreed  (Agent 
"  Eyre  being  on  his  departure)  that  he  deliver  the  charge 
"  of  the  agency  to  Mr.  John  Beard.  This  evening  the  Rt. 
"  Worsp"  Agent  Eyre  departed  this  place  for  England." 
(Bengal  Diary,  Chuttanutte,  1st  February  1698-99.) 

In  a  letter  to  the  President  and  Council  in  Bengal,  of 
the  20th  December  1699,  the  Court  of  Directors,  after 
referring  to  the  new  (English)  East  India  Company,  by 
whom  their  affairs  in  Bengal  were  being  opposed,  re- 
marked as  follows  : — • 

*'  The  consideration  of  the  great  investments  made 
yearly  in  Bengali,  our  being  now  possessed  of  a  strong 
ffortification  and  large  tract  of  land,  and  prospect  from 
thence  of  raising  a  considerable  revenue  in  due  time, 
and  of  your  having  been  made  independent  of  our  other 
ffactories,  hath  inclined  us  to  declare  Bengali  a 
Presidency,  and  we  have  constituted  our  said  Agent 
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(Mr.  Eyre)  on  whom  his  Ma^^  has  been  pleased  to 
confer  the  hon''  of  knighthood,  to  be  our  President  there 
&  Governor  of  our  ffort,  &c.,  which  we  call  ffort 
William." 

At  a  Court  of  Committees  held  the  same  day,  Sir 
Stephen  Evance  and  Robert  Dorrill,  Esq.,  were  approved 
of  "  to  be  securityes  for  Sir  Charles  Eyre,  elected 
"  President  of  the  Bay  of  Bengali,  each  in  a  Bond  of 
"  One  Thousand  pounds." 

The  President  or  Chief  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal  for  the 
English  Company  was  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Knight, 
in  whose  commission  and  instructions,  dated  the  12th 
January  1698-99,  it  was  also  stated  that  a  power  had 
been  obtained  from  his  Majestic  to  constitute  him  "  the 
"  Minister  or  Consull  for  the  English  Nation  with  all 
"  Powers  requisite  thereunto." 

Sir  Edward  Littleton  arrived  at  Hughli  in  July  1699. 
Sir  Charles  Eyre,  who  was  at  the  time  at  home,  returned 
to  India,  and  arrived  at  Bengal  on  the  26th  May  1700; 
owing  to  ill  health,  however,  he  left  again  on  the  7th 
January  following,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  John 
Beard,  the  second  in  Council.  Mr.  Beard  left  Bengal 
for  Madras  on  the  17th  December  1704,  where  he  died 
on  the  7th  July  following  (Calcutta  Diary,  17th  December 
1704  and  9th  November  1705). 

In  a  despatch  of  the  10th  January  1703-4,  the 
Directors  of  the  English  East  India  Company  directed 
that  Sir  Edward  Littleton  was  no  longer  to  exercise  the 
authority  of  President  for  the  Bay  of  Bengal.  After 
this  the  separate  affairs  of  the  Company  were  to  be 
managed  by  one  of  the  Council  "  taking  the  chair,  or 
*'  presiding  in  the  room  of  Sir  Edward  Littleton  by  way 
"  of  rotation,  every  one  of  the  Councill  in  his  turne." 

The  union  of  the  two  East  India  Companies  took  place 
on  the  23rd  July  1702.  They  each  of  them  retained 
their  separate  managements  at  their  several  factories  in 
order  to  wind  up  their  respective  businesses.  For  the 
united  trade  in  Bengal  a  Council  was  appointed,  of  which 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Halsey  and  Mr.  Robert  Hedges  were  to 
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•'  take  the  chair  each  in  their  week  alternately,  and 
"  Mr.  Halsey  for  the  first  week  "  (despatcli  from  United 
Company,  26th  February  1702). 

In  a  despatch  of  the  19th  January  1704-5,  the  Court 
ordered,  "  that  the  Bay  shall  as  to  our  separate  effects  be 
"  subordinate  to  the  Fort  as  formerly  it  was."  In  a 
despatch  of  the  12th  February  following,  tbe  Court 
stated,  "  If  before  our  accounts  are  cleared  it  should 
"  please  '  God  that  Mr.  Beard  shall  dye,  or  if  he  be 
"  absent,  we  hereby  direct  that  no  other  person  shall 
"  succeed  Mm  as  President."  Accordingly,  after 
Mr.  Beard's  death  no  President  was  appointed.  After 
Mr.  Beard's  departure  from  Bengal  for  Madras,  Mr.  Ralph 
Sheldon  assumed  the  position  of  Chief  of  the  Council, 
and  in  a  despatch  of  the  7th  February  1706-7  he  was 
confirmed  in  that  position.  From  the  Bengal  Con- 
sultations, however,  none  of  the  Council  appears  to  have 
enjoyed  any  precedence,  but  each  presided  at  their 
meetings  in  turn. 

By  a  commission  dated  the  SOth  December  1709, 
Anthony  Wcltden,  Esq.,  was  appointed  by  the  United 
Company  President  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal  and  places  and 
provinces  thereunto  belonging,  and  also  to  be  Governor 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  their  Fort  William,  &c. 
Mr.  Weltden  arrived  at  Calcutta  on  the  20tli  July  1710, 
and  assumed  office  the  same  day  (Ben.  Pub.  Cons.,  July 
1710). 

By  an  instrument  of  the  23rd  June  1710,  the  Court 
revoked  Mr.  Weltden's  commission,  and  by  a  commission 
of  the  same  date  Mr.  Ralpb  Sheldon  was  appointed  to 
succeed  him.  These  documents  reached  Calcutta  on  the 
4th  March  1710-11,  whereupon  Mr.  "Weltden  resigned 
his  appointment,  and  Mr.  Sheldon  being  dead,  John 
Russell,  Esq.,  was  ordered  to  succeed  as  Governor  (Ben. 
Public  Cons.,  17th  March  1710-11). 

Mr.  Russell  having  been  dismissed  by  the  Court, 
resigned  bis  appointment,  and  embarked  on  board  the 
*'  Marlbro' "  for  England,  on  the  3rd  December  1713, 
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"  leaving  Mr.  Hedges,  who  is  next  in  course  to  succeed 
'*  President,  possest  of  that  station,  agreeable  with  the 
"  Company's  orders  "'•'  (Ben.  Pub.  Cons.,  3rd  December 
1713).  Mr.  Hedges  died  on  the  evening  of  the  28th 
December  1717,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Feake,  the  next  in  succession,  who  assumed  office  on  the 
12th  January  1717-18  (Ben.  Pub.  Cons.,  28th  December 
1717  and  12th  January  1717-18). 

Mr.  Feake  having  been  for  some  months  in  a  bad 
state  of  health,  left  Calcutta,  by  the  Court's  permission, 
by  the  "Devonshire,"  on  his  return  to  England,  on  the 
17th  January  1722-23,  leaving  Mr.  John  Deane,  the 
next  in  course,  to  succeed  President  "  possest  of  that 
"  station  agreeable  to  the  Company's  orders  "  (Ben.  Pub. 
Cons.,  17th  January  1722-23). 

Mr.  John  Deane  returned  to  England,  by  permission 
of  the  Court,  on  the  ship  "  Eyles,"  which  left  Calcutta 
on  the  30th  January  1725-26,  having  first  delivered  over 
charge  to  Heniy  Ffrankland,  Esq.,  whom  our  honorable 
"  Masters  have  appointed  to  succeed  him  "  (Ben.  Pub. 
Cons.,  30th  January  1725-26 ).  Mr.  Ffrankland  assumed 
office  the  same  day.  Mr.  Ffrankland  returned  to  Europe 
on  the  25th  February  1731-32,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Johu  Stackhouse  (Bengal  Pub.  Cons.,  do.  die). 

On  the  29th  January  1738-39,  Mr.  Stackhouse  "  re- 
"  signed  the  Presidency  and  Government  of  all  the 
"  Honourable  Company's  affairs  in  Bengal  unto  Thomas 
*'  Braddyll,  Esq.,  who  thereupon  immediately  took  the 
*'  chair  "  (Ben.  Pub.  Cons.,  do.  die). 

On  the  4th  February  1745-46,  Mr.  Braddyll,  intending 
to  return  to  England,  took  his  passage  on  the  ship 
"  Wager,"  and,  agreeably  to  the  Honourable  Company's 
directions  in  their  letter  of  the  7th  February  1744-45, 
delivered  up  the  charge  of  the  Presidency  to  John 
Forster,  Esq.,  appointed  to  succeed  (Ben  Cons.,  4th 
February).  Mr.  Forster  died  in  March  1748,  and 
Mr.  John  Jackson,  who  had  been  appointed  to  succeed 
*  Despatch  to  Bengal,  13th  January  1712-13. 
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Him,  having  also  died  on  the  20th  idem,  Mr.  "Wm* 
Barwell,  who  was  the  next  in  standing,  in  accordance 
with  the  Court's  orders,  took  upon  himself  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Company's  affairs  in  Bengal  (Ben.  Cons., 
18th  April  1748). 

Mr.  Barwell  having  been  dismissed  by  the  Court,  he 
was  succeeded  by  Adam  Dawson,  Esq.,  on  the  17th  July 
1749  (Ben.  Cons.),  in  accordance  with  instructions  con- 
tained in  Court's  despatch  of  the  27th  January  1748-9, 
wherein  it  was  also  further  ordered  that,  in  case  of  the 
demise  or  absence  of  Mr.  Dawson  or  Mr.  Eyles,  that 
Mr.  Wm.  Fytche  and  the  next  in  turn  after  him  do 
fill  up  the  vacancy  occasioned  thereby  in  the  chair. 
By  a  despatch  of  the  8th  January  1752,  Mr.  Dawson 
was  dismissed  the  Company's  service,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Eyles  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  as  President  and 
Governor,  with  Mr.  Wm.  Fytche  as  second,  who  was 
to  succeed  him  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy.  Mr.  Eyles, 
however,  retired  from  the  service  in  August  1751,  and 
went  home  by  the  "  Britannia,"  consequently  Mr. 
Dawson  handed  over  the  Presidency  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Fytche,  who  assumed  office  on  the  5th  July  1752  (Ben. 
Cons.).  Mr.  Fytche  died  of  dysentery  on  the  8th 
August  following,  whereupon  the  Government  de- 
volved upon  Mr.  Roger  Drake,  who  assumed  office 
accordingly. 

In  a  despatch  of  the  11th  February  1756,  the  Court 
sent  out  a  Commission  constituting  Robert  Drake,  Esq., 
President  and  Governor,  with  a  Council  to  preside  over 
and  manage  all  the  Company's  afiairs  at  Fort  William 
in  Bengal,  and  all  the  several  dependencies  thereunto 
belonging,  but,  upon  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  loss  of 
Fort  William  and  the  rest  of  the  Company's  settlements 
in  Bengal,  culminating  in  the  "Black  Hole"  tragedy, 
which  took  place  on  20th  June  1756,  and  of  their  re- 
capture by  Admiral  Watson's  squadron  and  the  forces 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Clive  (Calcutta  was  re- 
captured in  January  1757,  and  the  battle  of  Plassey  was 
17321.  B 
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fought  on  23rd  June  following),  the  Court  determined 
to  suspend  for  the  present  the  method  of  conducting 
the  Company's  affairs  by  a  President  and  Council  (De- 
spatch 3rd  August  1757) ;  they  therefore  revoked  the 
commission  above  referred  to,  and  directed  that,  until 
they  should  be  enabled  to  grant  a  new  commission, 
by  which  a  committee  was  constituted  which  was  to 
have  the  same  power  as  the  President  and  Council,  of 
whom  Colonel  Clive,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Manningham 
were  to  preside  at  their  meetings  for  a  month  each  in 
their  turns.  Thus,  practically,  Mr.  Drake  was  deposed. 
This  despatch  was  received  on  20th  June  1758,  and, 
after  that  date,  Mr.  Drake  ceased  to  be  President. 
Mr.  Wm.  Watts  acted  as  President  for  the  first  month, 
but,  at  their  meeting  on  the  26th  June,  the  committee 
considered  the  absence  of  a  permanent  President 
"  repugnant  to  the  true  interests  of  our  Honourable 
Masters,"  and  deemed  the  "  Presidentship  in  some  one 
*'  person  as  the  easiest  and  clearest  method  of  conducting 
"  their  concerns."  They  accordingly  made  an  appli- 
cation to  Colonel  Clive  requesting  him  "  to  accept  of 
"  being  President  of  the  Company's  affairs  in  Bengal 
"  till  a  person  is  appointed  from  Europe."  Colonel 
Clive  accepted  the  offer  in  a  letter  dated  the  26th  June 
1758,  and  presided  at  a  Council  meeting  on  the  following 
day  (Ben.  Cons.). 

By  a  letter  of  the  23rd  January  1760,  addressed  to  his 
colleagues  in  Council,  Colonel  Robert  Clive  resigned  his 
position,  and  immediately  afterwards  returned  home  in 
"  the  Royal  George."  The  reason  of  Colonel  Clive's 
retirement  was  the  terms  of  a  despatch  from  the  Court 
of  Directors  of  the  23rd  March  1759,  "almost  every 
"  paragraph  of  which,"  he  observed,  "  abounds  with 
"  the  most  unbecoming  language."  In  particular  he 
referred  to  paragraphs  106  to  110,  relating  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eyre  Coote  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Company's  forces  upon  the 
Establishment,  in  which  ''  they  certainly  have  paid  no 
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great  compliment  to  my  military  capacity."  He  was 
succeeded  by  John  Zephaniah  Holwell  as  President, 
who  took  his  seat  in  Council  on  the  28th  January  1760. 
But  by  a  despatch  from  the  Court  of  the  23rd  No- 
vember 1759,  Henry  Vansittart,  Esq.,  was  appointed 
"  to  be  our  President  and  Governor  at  Bengal  on  the 
departure  of  Colonel  Clive."  Mr.  Yansittart  arrived  at 
Calcutta  on  the  27th  July  1760,  on  which  day  Mr.  Hol- 
well handed  over  to  him  the  charge  of  the  settlement 
(Ben.  Pub.  Cons.). 

In  a  letter  of  the  26th  November  1764  Mr.  Vansittart 
informed  his  Council  that,  "  the  entire  defeat  of  Shuja 
'*  Dowia's  army  by  Major  Monro  offering  a  prospect  of 
"  tranquility  to  the  Bengal  Provinces,  he  proposed  to 
"  quit  the  Government  in  three  or  four  days,  and  proceed 
"  to  Madras  on  his  way  to  Europe."  He  was  succeeded 
by  John  Spencer,  Esq.,  who  assumed  charge  of  the  office 
of  President  and  Governor  on  the  3rd  December  1764. 

By  a  despatch  of  the  1st  June  1764  the  Bengal 
Government  was  informed  that  "  the  General  Court  of 
*'  Proprietors  having,  on  account  of  the  critical  situation 
"  of  the  Company's  affairs  in  Bengal,  requested  Lord 
"  Clive  to  take  upon  him  the  station  of  President  and  the 
"  Command  of  the  Company's  military  forces  there,  His 
*'  Lordship  has  been  appointed  President  and  Governoi"  • 
"  accordingly."  Lord  Clive  arrived  at  Calcutta  on  the 
morning  of  the  3rd  May  1765,  and  ''received  from 
*'  Mr.  Spencer  the  charge  of  the  garrison  and  Govern- 
"  ment  in  the  usual  form  "  (Ben.  Pub.  Cons.).  On  the 
20th  January  1767  Lord  Clive  acquainted  the  Council 
"  that  the  situation  of  his  private  affairs  and  his  ill  state 
"  of  health  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  that  he  should 
"  return  to  England  this  season."  He  then  took  his 
leave  of  the  Board.  Lord  Clive  embarked  for  England 
on  board  the  "  Britannia,"  and  Mr.  Harry  Verelst  re- 
ceived from  him  the  charge  of  the  Government.  He 
took  his  seat  as  President  of  the  Council  on  the  29th 
January  1767  (Ben.  Pub.  Cons.). 
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On  the  24tli  December  1769  Mr.  Harry  Verelst  retired 
from  the  service  and  handed  over  the  Government  to 
Mr.  John  Cartier,  who  assumed  the  chair  after  the 
President's  oath  had  been  duly  administered  to  him, 
on  the  26th  idem  (Ben.  Pub.  Cons.). 

By  Court  Minute  of  the  9th  April  1771  it  was 
"  Resolved  by  the  ballot  that  Warren  Hastings,  Esq., 
"  second  of  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  be  appointed  to 
"  the  same  station  in  the  Council  at  Fort  William,  and 
*'  to  succeed  to  the  Government  in  case  of  the  death  or 
"  absence  of  John  Cartier,  Esq."  But  in  a  despatch  of 
the  25th''idem  the  Court  remarked  that  Mr.  Cartier  had 
incurred  their  displeasure,  and  they  therefore  directed 
that  he  "  do  continue  in  the  Government  of  our  Pre- 
*'  sideney  of  Fort  William  till  the  departure  of  the  last 
'*  ship  of  the  season  for  Europe  after  the  arrival  of 
"  Mr,  Hastings  in  Bengal,  on  or  before  which  time  it  is 
"  our  pleasure  that  Mr.  Cartier  do  resign  the  Govern- 
"  ment  to  Mr.  Hastings."  By  a  letter  of  the  8th  May 
1771  the  Court  appointed  Mr.  Warren  Hastings  to  be 
Governor  of  Bengal,  and  instructed  him  to  make  par- 
ticular inquiiy  into  certain  derelictions  of  duty  of  which 
the  Government  there  had  been  guilty. 

On  the  13th  April  1772  Mr.  John  Cartier  took  leave 

•of  the  Board,  and  Mr.  Warren  Hastings  assumed  the 

chair.     By  Act  of  Parliament   13  Geo.  III.,  cap.  63,  it 

was  determined  "  That,  for  the  Government  of  the  Pre- 

"  sidency  of  Fort  William  in   Bengal,  there   shall   be 

"  appointed  a  Governor  General And  it  is 

"  hereby  further  enacted  that  Warren  Hastings,  Esq., 
"  shall  be  the  first"  Governor  General."  Instructions  to 
the  above  effect  were  sent  out  by  the  Court  under  date 
the  29th  March  1774.  Mr.  Warren  Hastings  assumed 
charge  of  the  office  of  Governor  General  on  the  20th 
October  1774,  and  a  proclamation  to  that  effect  was 
published  at  the  Court  House,  Calcutta,  on  the  following 
day.  With  this  appointment,  therefore,  ended,  for  the 
time,  the  Governors  of  Bengal. 
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By  an  Act  of  1833  (3  &  4  William  IV.,  cap.  Ixxxv., 
sect.  Ivi.)  the  control  of  the  whole  civil  and  military 
government  of  the  East  India  Company's  territories  and 
revenues  in  India  was  vested  in  a  Grovernor  General  and 
Councillors,  to  be  styled  "  the  Governor  General  of  India 
"  in  Council,"  and  the  title  of  Governor  of  Bengal  was 
revived.  It  was  also  enacted  '*  That  the  Executive 
"  Government  of  each  of  the  several  Presidencies  of 
"  Fort  William,  in  Bengal,  Fort  Saint  George,  Bombay, 
**  and  Agra  shall  be  administered  by  a  Governor  and 
"  three  Councillors,  to  be  styled  *  the  Governor  in  Council 
**  '  of  the  said  Presidencies  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal, 
•'  '  Fort  Saint  George,  Bombay,  and  Agra  respectively,' 
*'....  and  that  the  Governor  General  of  India 
**  for  the  time  being  shall  be  Governor  of  the  Presidency 
"  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal."  By  notification  in  the 
Calcutta  Gazette  of  the  15th  November  1834,  the 
Governor  General  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal  (Lord 
William  Bentinck)  that  day  took  **  his  seat  in  Council 
"  at  the  Presidency  of  Fort  William "  as  Governor 
General  of  India,  and  "  also  assumed  his  separate  powers 
"  as  Governor  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  William  in 
"  Bengal,  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  to  that  effect  made 
"  in  the  56th  section  of  the  Act  3  &  4  William  IV." 
From  this  time  the  Governors  General  of  India  held 
also  the  separate  office  of  Governor  of  Bengal,  until  the 
year  1854.     Their  names  were  as  follows  : — 


Name. 


liOrd  WiUiam  Bentinck,  G.C.B.     - 
Sir  Cliarles  Metcalfe,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 
Tlie  Earl  of  Auckland,  G.C.B. 
The  Earl  of  EUenborough 
Lord  Hardinge,  G.C.B. 
The  Marquis  of  Dalhonsie,  K.T.    ■ 


Term  of  Office. 


15th  Nov.  1834— 20th  March  1835  - 

20th  March  1835— 4tli  March  1836 

(officiating ). 
4th  March  18.36— 28th  Feb.  1842 

28th   Feb.  1842— 23rd   July   1844 

23rd  July  1844— 12th  Jan.  1848 

12th  Jan.  1848— 1st  May  1854 


Calcutta  Gazette,  15th 

Nov.  1S34. 
Ditto,     21st     March 

1835. 
Ditto,  9th  March  1836. 

Ditto,  2nd  March  1842. 

Ditto,  27th  July  1844, 

Ditto,  12th  Jan.  1848. 


In  accordance  with  Act  16  &  17  Victoria  (A.D.  1853), 
cap.   xcv.,    sect,    xvi.,    the    Court  of    Directors    were 


empowered  "  to  declare  tliafc  the  Governor  General  of 
*•  India  shall  not  be  Governor  or  the  Presidency  of  Fort 
"  William  in  Bengal,  but  that  a  separate  Governor  shall 
"  be  appointed  for  such  Presidency.  .  .  .  And  unless 
"  and  until  a  separate  Governor  of  such  Presidency  shall 
"  be  constituted  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
"  Court  of  Directors  to  authorize  and  direct  the  Governor 
'*  General  of  India  in  Council  to  appoint  from  time  to 
"  time  any  servant  of  the  said  Company,  who  shall  have 
"  been  ten  years  in  their  service  in  India,  to  the  office 
"  of  Lieutenant  Governor  of  such  part  of  the  territories 
**  under  the  Presidency  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal  as 
*'  for  the  time  being  may  not  be  under  the  Lieutenant 
"  Governor  of  the  said  North- Western  Provinces." 
Accordingly  the  Governor  General  in  Council  appointed 
the  Honourable  F.  J.  Halliday,  late  third  ordinary 
Member  of  the  Council  of  India,  as  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  Bengal  Presidency,  and  Mr.  Halliday,  by  virtue 
of  his  appointment,  took  "  the  prescribed  oaths  and 
"  assumed  charge  of  the  Lieutenant  Governorship  of 
"  the  Bengal  Division  of  this  Presidency  "  on  the  1st 
May  1854  (Letter  from  the  Government  of  India  to  the 
Court  of  Directors,  Home  Department,  No.  26,  of  the 
1st  May  1854),  Since  that  date  the  title  of  Governor 
of  Bengal  has  been  extinct. 
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